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Publication of social care inspection reports by Ofsted
Ofsted regulates and inspects children’s homes under the Care Standards Act 2000.​[1]​ Following an inspection, we write a report that details the main strengths and any areas of improvement identified during the inspection. We have to provide a copy of this inspection report to anyone who asks for one. For all social care settings other than children’s homes, such as adoption and fostering agencies, we do this by publishing reports on our website: www.ofsted.gov.uk/reports (​http:​/​​/​www.ofsted.gov.uk​/​reports​). However, to date, we have not published children’s homes inspection reports on our website. 
Children’s home reports
What we do now
When a person asks for a copy of a children’s home inspection report, we manage this request under a law called the Freedom of Information Act 2000.​[2]​ We make a copy of the report and remove the address of the home and any content that may identify an individual child. We send this copy of the report to the person who requested it.   
What we are considering 
We are now considering whether or not to publish children’s homes reports on our website like other social care reports.
Publishing children’s homes reports would give local authorities, parents and others easier access to information. However, we are also conscious of our need to protect the children and young people who live in children’s homes.

The consultation
We believe it is important that children and young people, the people who look after them or who have an interest in their welfare, and parents and carers have a chance to give their views on the things that we do. 
Your opinions are important to us and greatly appreciated. Before we decide if publishing children’s homes reports on our website is a good idea or not, we want to know what you think. 
To tell us what you think you can fill in the consultation on the forthcoming pages and send it by 16 September 2008 to: 







If you have any questions about the consultation please call 08456 404040.
We anticipate that initial feedback from the consultation will be available during November 2008, with a full report on the results available on our website by December 2008. If you would like a hard-copy version of the results, please contact us on 08456 404040 or by email to childrensdirectorateenquiries@ofsted.gov.uk (​mailto:childrensdirectorateenquiries@ofsted.gov.uk​). 
We are also consulting directly with children and young people who live in children’s homes on this issue. The Children’s Rights Director is running the survey and it provides children with the opportunity to express their views on whether or not we should publish children’s homes inspection reports.
Please take note
The information you provide will be held by us. It will only be used for the purposes of consultation and research to help us to become more effective, shape policies and inform inspection and regulatory practice. 
We will treat your identity in confidence, if you disclose it to us. However, we may publish an organisation’s views. If you are completing the consultation on behalf of your organisation and would like us to consider publishing the views of your organisation, please indicate this in question 1.
Question 1 has three sections a, b and c: please only complete the section that applies to you. Please then answer the remaining 12 questions. 
Questions 2 to 4 are about larger children’s homes that accommodate more than three children, and Questions 5 to 7 are about smaller homes that accommodate three or fewer children. This is because it is much harder for us to protect the privacy of children who live in smaller homes in our inspection reports.
The last few questions ask for feedback on the consultation process.






a) I am a parent or carer of a child in a children’s home	
Or
b) I am/work for	a provider of children’s homes	
	a manager or employee of a children’s home	
	a placing authority	
	an organisation representing children’s homes	
	a national community organisation	
	a health authority	
	an organisation that regulates children’s homes	
	another type of organisation (please specify)	
		
This part is optional. I would like Ofsted to consider publishing the views of my organisation. My organisation is:
Or




2.	Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?









3.	Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?














Questions about children’s homes with three or fewer children
Our inspection reports do not name individual children. However, some children’s homes accommodate only three or fewer children and a significant number provide care for just one child or young person. In these circumstances it is much harder to protect the privacy of children, and within a local community it may become known that a particular child lives in a particular children’s home. 
5.	Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?








6.	Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?















Tell us what you think
8.	Do you have any ideas about how we could make children’s homes inspection reports more accessible to children who live in these homes? 







What did you think of this consultation?
One of the commitments in our strategic plan is to monitor whether our consultations are accessible to those wishing to take part.
Please tell us what you thought of this consultation by ticking the box that most closely represents how you feel about each of the statements below. 
10.	I found the information clear and easy to understand.
		Tick ()
	Agree 	
	Neither agree nor disagree 	
	Disagree	

11.	I had enough information about the consultation topic.
		Tick ()
	Agree 	
	Neither agree nor disagree 	
	Disagree 	

12.	I would take part in a future Ofsted consultation.
		Tick ()
	Agree 	





13.	Is there anything you’d like us to improve on or do differently for future consultations? If so, please tell us in the space below.


Thank you for taking part in our consultation. 
Please send your completed consultation by 16 September 2008 to:
Children’s homes reports consultation
c/o Bronwyn Cooper
Children’s Directorate
Ofsted
Alexandra House
33 Kingsway
London WC2B 6SE.




^1	  www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/ukpga_20000014_en_1.
^2	  www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/ukpga_20000036_en_1.
